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THE BEST COVERAGE OF THE “TEKS”
Y	Content sections provide a complete survey of early American history 

in perfect alignment with the TEKS.
Y	Written in a student-friendly style with a reading-level appropriate to 

all types of students.
Y	A multitude of maps, photographs, charts, tables and graphic organizers 

illuminate major events and developments.
Y	This book provides everything your students need to know for the 

Grade 8 Social Studies STAAR test. Every individual, document and 
event identified in the TEKS is addressed in this book.

THE BEST LEARNING FEATURES
Y	Based on the principles of Classroom Instruction that Works and How 

People Learn: chapter openers act as advance organizers; word walls 
reinforce key terminology; important concepts are highlighted in 
Important Ideas, Learning with Graphic Organizers, Study Cards, and 
Concept Maps.

Y	�Applying What You Have Learned and Acting as an Amateur Historian 
activities reinforce learning and provide exciting “hands on” experiences 
for students in and out of the classroom.

Y	Over 50 excerpts from historical documents are provided in the book, 
seamlessly integrating documents and events identified in the TEKS.

THE BEST TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES
Y	Several chapters are devoted to techniques for answering multiple-

choice questions and an entire chapter shows students how to interpret 
historical documents — an integral skill for the Grade 8 STAAR 
assessment.

Y	There are over 300 STAAR-like multiple-choice questions in the 
book. Checking Your Understanding sections in each chapter provide 
practice questions just like those that students will find on the real 
Grade 8 assessment. Each chapter contains Guided Practice for the first 
question, reinforcing students’ test-taking skills. 

Y	A practice final examination provides further practice in answering 
multiple-choice questions. Every question in the book is identified by 
the TEKS it assesses.
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LINCOLN’S FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS
Three weeks after Davis spoke, Lincoln 
responded to the challenge posed by the 
secession in his First Inaugural Address. 
Lincoln reassured Southerners that he 
would not interfere with slavery in the 
South. But he warned that the Constitu-
tion was based on the idea that “the Union 
of these states is perpetual” and that “no 
state can lawfully get out of the Union.” 
Thus, he would do his utmost to preserve 
the Union, by force if necessary. He denied 
Jefferson Davis’ claim that Southern states 
had a lawful right to leave it. He further 
stated that even if the Constitution were 
taken to be a simple contract, it could not be legally cancelled without an agreement between all 
the states, both North and South. He saw the Union as a union of people, not states.

ACTING AS AN AMATEUR HISTORIAN
When Lincoln delivered his Inaugural Address, thousands came, 
not just to see the new President, but to hear what he had to say 
about the crisis facing the nation. Part of his address was a direct 
appeal to the seceding Southern states:

“… In your hands, my dissatisfi ed fellow countrymen, not in mine, is 
the momentous issue of civil war. The government will not assail you. You can 
have no confl ict, without being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath reg-
istered in Heaven to destroy the government, while I shall have the most solemn 
one to ‘preserve, protect and defend’ it.… We are not enemies, but friends. We 
must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must not break our 
bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battle-
fi eld and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearthstone, all over this broad 
land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they 
will be, by the better angels of our nature.”

y What message was Lincoln giving to Southern states in his address?

y How did his views on the Union differ from those of Jefferson Davis?
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FIRING ON FORT SUMTER
Fort Sumter was a federal fort in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. The garrison of fed-
eral troops stationed there was running out of food and supplies and had no way of obtain-
ing these onshore after South Carolina seceded.

March 1861, Lincoln delivers his First Inaugural Address.
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A. Britain defeated France in the French and Indian Wars. After the war, the colo-
nists felt more secure, but Britain was left with a large debt in fighting the war.

B. Some colonists hoped to settle in new western lands, but the British barred 
settlement west of the Appalachians in the Proclamation of 1763.

C. The British passed the Sugar Act of 1764, reducing duties on sugar but enforc-
ing laws against smugglers. 

D. The British imposed a series of new taxes on the colonists: the Stamp Act, the  
Townshend Duties, and the tea duty. In each of these, Parliament acted without 
consulting the colonists. The colonists saw “taxation without representation” as 
tyranny, believing such laws violated their rights as Englishmen. They protested in 
their colonial assemblies, boycotted British goods, and formed the Sons of Liberty. 

E. The British government sent more troops to the colonies to restore order and 
enforce their measures. A dispute between British solders and colonists in 1770 
led to the “Boston Massacre.”

F. In December 1773, colonists threw tea overboard in the Boston Tea Party to 
protest the tea duty. Parliament responded with the Intolerable Acts, closing 
Boston Harbor. Most colonists sided with Massachusetts. In Philadelphia, colo-
nial representatives met for the First and Second Continental Congress. 

G. Fighting broke out in Lexington and Concord in 1775, starting the American 
Revolution. 

H. The Second Continental Congress chose George Washington to lead the 
Continental Army. Washington successfully chased the British from Boston. 
The British went to New York, where Washington was unable to defeat them. 

I. Washington retreated to Valley Forge during the first winter of the war. Foreign 
officers like Steuben, Lafayette and Pulaski trained the colonial troops.

J. In 1776, Thomas Paine argued in Common Sense that the colonies should declare 
independence. In 1776, the Second Continental Congress declared independence. 
Thomas Jefferson wrote most of the Declaration of Independence. 

K. In 1777, colonial forces defeated a British army at Saratoga, preventing a Brit-
ish plan to divide the colonies. After this victory, France joined on the side of 
the Americans. In 1781, Washington defeated the British at Yorktown, bringing 
the war to an end. 

L. The British recognized American independence in the Treaty of Paris in 1783.

— IMPORTANT IDEAS —

Ess      ial Questions

 How did the French and Indian War make the colonies ripe for change?

 Which British policies in the colonies led to disagreement?

 How did colonial protests against British policies escalate to armed conflict?

 How did individual leaders influence the course and outcome of the revolution?
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 THE AMERICAN
 REVOLUTION: THE ROAD
 TO INDEPENDENCE

87

In this chapter, you will study one of the most important events in American history — the 
American Revolution. You will learn how British colonists in North America objected to 
new taxes imposed by the British. This dispute, along with other issues such as the Procla-
mation Line of 1763, eventually brought the colonists into armed confl ict with Great Brit-
ain. Actual fi ghting between the British army and the colonists broke out in Massachusetts 
at Lexington and Concord in 1775. Open warfare fi nally pushed colonial leaders to declare 
their independence from England a year later.

• History 1A Identify the major eras and events in U.S. history through 1877, 
including [the] revolution … and describe their causes and effects.

• History 1B Explain the signifi cance of the following dates: 1776, 
adoption of the Declaration of Independence.

• History 4A Analyze the causes of the American Revolution, including the 
Proclamation of 1763, the Intolerable Acts, the Stamp Act, mercantilism, lack of 
representation in Parliament, and British economic policies following the French and 
Indian War.

• History 4B Explain the roles played by signifi cant individuals during the American 
Revolution, including Abigail Adams, John Adams, Wentworth Cheswell, Samuel Adams, Mercy 
Otis Warren, James Armistead, Benjamin Franklin, Crispus Attucks, King George III, Patrick 
Henry, Thomas Jefferson, the Marquis de Lafayette, Thomas Paine, and George Washington.

• History 4C Explain the issues surrounding important events of the American Revolution, 
including declaring independence; fi ghting the battles of Lexington, Concord, Saratoga, and 
Yorktown; enduring the winter at Valley Forge; and signing the Treaty of Paris of 1783. 

• Geography 10A Locate places and regions directly related to major eras and turning points in 
the United States during the 18th-century.

• Geography 10C Analyze the effects of physical and human geographic factors such as 
weather, landforms, waterways, transportation, and communication on major historical and 
contemporary events in the United States.

• Government 15C Identify colonial grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence....
• Government 15E Explain the role of signifi cant individuals such as … John Locke in the 

development of self-government in colonial America.
• Citizenship 19A Defi ne and give examples of unalienable rights.
• Citizenship 20B Analyze reasons for and the impact of selected examples of civil 

disobedience in U.S. history, such as the Boston Tea Party….
• Citizenship 21A Identify different points of view of political parties and interest groups on 

important historical issues.
• Citizenship 22A Analyze the leadership qualities of elected and appointed leaders of the 

United States such as George Washington….
• Citizenship 22B Describe the contributions of signifi cant political, social, and military 

leaders of the United States, such as John Paul Jones….
• Culture 23E Identify the political, social, and economic contributions of women to American society.

Proclamation of 1763, the Intolerable Acts, the Stamp Act, mercantilism, lack of 
representation in Parliament, and British economic policies following the French and 

TEKS
COVERED IN
CHAPTER 7

CHAPTER 7
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The Intolerable Acts. The “Boston Tea Party” brought a strong reaction from the 
British government. The Intolerable Acts (1774) closed Boston Harbor until the people of 
Boston paid for the lost tea. They also restricted the freedom of citizens in Massachusetts 
by eliminating the elected government council. 

ACTING AS AN AMATEUR HISTORIAN
The following passage is from the Boston Port Act (1774), one of 
the Intolerable Acts:

“… dangerous commotions and insurrections have been fomented 
and raised in the town of Boston, in the province of Massachusetts 
Bay, in New England, by divers ill-affected persons, to the subversion 
of his Majesty’s government, and to the utter destruction of the public peace, and 
good order of the said town…. [It shall be unlawful to land in Boston] any goods, 
wares, or merchandise to be brought from any other country, or place, or any other 
part of the said province, upon pain of the forfeiture of the goods, merchandise, 
and of the said boat.”

y Restate this part of the Intolerable Acts in your own words.

y Do you think the British were justifi ed in taking such action? Explain you answer.
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 The King also now assumed the power to 
appoint all positions in the government of the 
colony. Accused offi cials could be tried in Brit-
ain instead of the colonies. These steps greatly 
increased tensions between the colonists and Great 
Britain. Lastly, the British government declared 
the right to “quarter,” or house, British soldiers in 
unoccupied buildings in the colonies.

The Quebec Act. At the same time, the Brit-
ish government passed the Quebec Act. This act 
guaranteed the rights of the French in Canada 
to follow the Catholic religion. It also gave the 
Ohio territory to Quebec and strengthened the power of royal offi cials in Quebec. These 
steps only served to further anger the American colonists. 

y Civil disobedience is a refusal to obey a law we think is unjust. In what way was 
the Boston Tea Party an example of civil disobedience? Do you think this act of 
civil disobedience was justifi ed?

y Make your own poster giving the British or colonial view in these disputes.

APPLYING WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNED

The Quartering Act forced colonists to house 
and feed British soldiers.
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LEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERSLEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERS

Compare the features of the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution:

Powers of 
Government

FEATURES ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION U.S. CONSTITUTION

Legislative 
Branch

Executive 
Branch

Judicial 
Branch
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THE ROAD TO INDEPENDENCE
 The First Continental Congress. In 1774, representatives from the colonies met in 
Philadelphia to discuss their common concerns in the growing crisis. This assembly, known 
as the First Continental Congress, decided to continue protesting British taxes. They felt 
the British government had failed to redress (remedy) colonial grievances.

Lexington and Concord. Then in 
April 1775, open warfare fi nally broke out 
between British soldiers and colonial mili-
tia, known as “Minutemen.” It began when 
British soldiers were sent to Lexington and 
Concord in Massachusetts to arrest several 
Patriot leaders and to capture a suspected 
storehouse of weapons. No one is sure who 
fi red the fi rst shots, but it was the “Shot Heard 
‘Round the World.” This event marked 
the start of the American Revolutionary 
War. 

Fill in the following chart by listing some of the causes of the American Revolution:

LEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERSLEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERS

Social Causes

Political Causes Economic Clauses

Minutemen at the Battle of Concord.

With over 50 historical 
documents, students get 

extensive practice in working 
with primary sources.

Students apply what  
they have learned through 

various activities based  
on the TEKS.

Provides everything students 
need to know about every 

term, event and person  
in the TEKS.
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Mastering the TEKS in World Geography
THE BEST CONTENT
Y	The book provides a complete survey of the World Geography TEKS. 

It takes a “conceptual” or “thematic” approach, clustering the TEKS 
around key concepts to optimize student comprehension, application, 
and recall: physical geography; cultural geography; demography; 
change; political geography; and economics and globalization.

THE BEST SKILLS AND TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES
Y	An opening unit presents techniques for interpreting maps and other 

data, as well as for answering multiple-choice questions. Students are 
shown how to answer every type of question on the new End-of-Course 
test through our unique metacognitive “E-R-A” approach: Examine 
The Question, Recall What You Know, and Apply What You Know to 
select the right answer.

Y	Each chapter includes Important Ideas, Learning with Graphic Organizers, 
Amateur Geographers, Applying What You Have Learned, Concept Maps, 
and Study Cards.

Y	Each chapter is followed by a Checking Your Understanding section, with 
both guided and independent practice. Practice questions are similar 
to those that students should encounter on the new End-of-Course 
Test. The book ends with a Final Practice Test, which familiarizes your 
students with STAAR-type questions.

A Bilingual Glossary of World Geography Terms
Research demonstrates that many students have difficulty learning because 
they lack a knowledge of key terms and phrases. Students cannot be 
expected to perform their best on any End-of-Course Assessment if they 
are not cognizant of the specialized terminology used in the question. By 
grappling directly with specialized content area vocabulary, your students 
can better comprehend content and raise their test scores. This bilingual 
glossary takes all of the key social studies terms found in each chapter 
of Mastering the TEKS in World Geography and defines them in English. 
On the facing page is the same term and its definition in Spanish. An 
excellent way to help students become proficient in understanding these 
terms is to have them create their own set of study cards. These terms are 
not only important for world geography — they can appear on the EOC 
test in U.S. History Since 1877.

– 1 –

This bilingual glossary of terms, concepts, and names can be used by both English-speaking and Spanish-
speaking students. Key terms and names found in each chapter of Mastering the TEKS in World Geography
are defined or identified in English. On the facing page the same terms and names and their definitions appear
in Spanish.

Este glosario de términos, conceptos y nombres bilingües puede ser utilizado por los estudiantes de habla
hispana y habla inglésa. Los nombres son encontrados en cada capítulo de Dominando los TEKS en
Geografía Mundial, conceptos y términos clave definidos o identificados en inglés. A continuación, cada
término es identificado y definido en la página opuesta, en español.

A BILINGUAL GLOSSARY OF WORLD
GEOGRAPHY TERMS FOR USE WITH

JARRETT PUBLISHING COMPANY
Books for Today’s Educational Needs

JP

ISBN: 1-935022-16-4
Set of 30: $120.00
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Mastering the TEKS in World History
THE BEST CONTENT
Y	The book covers all of the World History TEKS. These TEKS are 

clustered around key concepts and organized in logical order to optimize 
student comprehension, application, and recall.

Y	This book is simply the best resource for studying World History — it 
takes a chronological approach, with a thematic or geographical approach 
within each period.

THE BEST SKILLS AND TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES
Y	An opening unit presents techniques for interpreting historical documents and  

other data. Students are shown how to answer STAAR-type questions 
through our unique metacognitive “E-R-A” approach: Examine The 
Question, Recall What You Know, and Apply What You Know to select the 
right answer.

Y	Each chapter includes Important Ideas, Learning with Graphic Organizers, 
Amateur Historians, Applying What You Have Learned, Concept Maps, and 
Study Cards.

Y	Each chapter is followed by a Checking Your Understanding section, with both  
guided and independent practice. Every question is fully identified by 
its TEKS student expectation. The book ends with a Final Practice Test 
covering the entire course of study.

Y	Be sure to watch our free world history video on our website.

Mastering the TEKS in
WORLD HISTORY

JARRETT
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ISBN: 1-935022-10-5
Set of 10: $149.50

COMPLETE

WITH

STREAMLINING

COMPLETE

WITH

STREAMLINING

How can your students be expected to remember all of the people, 
places, and events of four thousands years of history, covering all world 
cultures? This glossary can help them do it. It is more than a simple 
glossary –– it is a compendium of all the essential people, places, terms, 
and events they should know. The terms are organized by chapter, in 

the same order they appear in Mastering the World 
History TEKS. Students can use the glossary for 
review, for further exploration, or as a basis for 
study cards they make on their own. By using this 
excellent resource, students will be familiar with 
every important world history name and term. This 
comprehensive glossary is available in an English-
only format or in a Spanish-English version. English 
language learners can use these glossaries to follow 
the information in the text in their native Spanish, 
to ensure they fully understand every term, as well 
as for a study tool for subsequent review.

A Bilingual Glossary of World History Terms

ISBN: 1-935022-18-0
Set of 30: $210.00

ISBN: 1-935022-19-9
Set of 30: $140.00
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Mastering the TEKS in United States History Since 1877
THE BEST COVERAGE OF THE TEKS
Y	This book provides comprehensive coverage of all the TEKS in U.S. History 

after 1877.
Y	Content sections provide a concise survey of American history in perfect 

alignment with the TEKS. All the new individuals and events identified in 
the TEKS are seamlessly interwoven into the historical narrative.

Y	Written in a highly student-friendly style at a reading level appropriate 
for all types of students.

Y 	A multitude of maps, photographs, charts, tables and graphic organizers 
help to illuminate major events and developments.

THE BEST LEARNING FEATURES
Y	Based on the principles of Classroom Instruction that Works and How People 

Learn: chapter openers act as advance organizers; word walls reinforce key 
terminology; important concepts are highlighted in Important Ideas, Learning 
with Graphic Organizers, Study Cards, and Concept Maps.

Y	Applying What You Have Learned and Acting as an Amateur Historian 
activities reinforce learning and provide exciting “hands on” experiences 
for students in and out of the classroom.

Y	The book includes 60 excerpts from primary and secondary source 
documents.

THE BEST TEST-TAKING STRATEGIES
Y	Several chapters are devoted to learning techniques for answering 

multiple-choice questions and an entire chapter shows students how to 
interpret historical documents — an integral skill for the U.S. History 
EOC assessment.

Y	Checking Your Understanding sections in each chapter provide practice 
questions just like those that students will find on the actual U.S. End-
of-Course assessment. Each chapter contains Guided Practice for the 
first question, reinforcing students’ test-taking skills.

Y	A practice final examination provides further practice answering multiple-
choice questions. Every question in the book is identified by the TEKS 
it assesses. The book contains more than 375 practice test questions.

Mastering the TEKS in
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Set of 10: $159.50
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Charles Schenck was a member of the Socialist Party who felt that drafting men was 
an unfair use of governmental authority. During World War I, Schenck was convicted 
for distributing literature that encouraged men to resist the draft. Schenck claimed 
his First Amendment right to freedom of speech had been violated. His case turned 
on whether the First Amendment was violated if Congress passed a law punishing 
dissent in wartime. In Schenck v. U.S., the Supreme Court ruled that there were 
limits to free speech. The Court said that free speech is not protected from falsely 
“shouting fi re in a crowded theater and causing panic.” The First Amendment did not 
protect words that create a “clear and present danger.” This decision became a guide 
for measuring the limits of free speech.

SCHENCK V. U.S. (1919)

WILSON’S FOURTEEN POINTS
Wilson broadened American war aims from a defense of “freedom of the seas” to a crusade to 
make the world “safe for democracy.” Americans found it inspiring to endure the war for such 
high-minded ideals. In January 1918, Wilson delivered his Fourteen Points in a speech to a 
joint session of Congress. The Fourteen Points stated that each major European nationality, like 
the Poles, should be given its own country and government. Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman 
Empire were therefore to be divided up into several independent nation-states. Poland was to be 
reborn, and Alsace Lorraine was to be returned to France. Wilson’s Fourteen Points introduced 
several other changes to increase international cooperation. They called for freedom of the seas, 
a reduction of armaments, the removal of trade barriers, and an end to secret diplomacy. Wilson 
felt the most important part of his plan was the creation of a League of Nations. This was to be a 
new organization of nations that would mediate international disputes and act against aggressors. 
Wilson hoped to create a world of peaceful nations in which future wars could be avoided.

ACTING AS AN AMATEUR HISTORIAN
“1. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, [with] no private 

international understandings of any kind but diplomacy … in 
the public view.

2. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas ….
3. The removal of all economic barriers and establishment of 

equality of trade.
4. National armaments will be reduced to the lowest point ….
5. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims,
10. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, should be accorded the freest opportunity to 

autonomous development ….
13. An independent Polish state should be created ….
14. A general association of nations must be formed ….”

Which of the Fourteen Points would you consider as most essential to peace? Why?
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THE WAR IN ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
In these same years, Americans remained at war with Japan. Geography played a critical 
role in the Pacific campaign during World War II. The United States and Japan were sepa-
rated by the vast Pacific Ocean. After its attack on Pearl Harbor, the Japanese achieved 
quick victories in overrunning Malaya, Burma, Indonesia, Singapore, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, and the Western Pacific Islands. They soon 
threatened Australia, India, Midway, and Hawaii.

THE BATAAN DEATH MARCH, 1942
The Philippines faced an invasion by the Japanese army 
on the day Pearl Harbor was attacked. A month later, U.S. 
and Filipino forces surrendered to the Japanese. The Japa-
nese forced their prisoners to undertake a 60-mile march 
through the jungle, which became known as the Bataan 
Death March. These prisoners of war faced starvation, 
disease, exposure to the sun, and no water. About 5,000 
of the Americans, almost half, died along the way. Some 
were bayoneted, shot, beheaded or just left to die along the 
side of the road.

THE WAR TURNS AGAINST JAPAN
In 1943, the tide began to turn against Japan. The United States regained naval superiority 
in the Pacific and American forces by “island-hopping” — liberating Pacific islands from 
Japanese control, one at a time.

THE NAVAJO CODE TALKERS
One group of Americans who played a key role in the Pacific campaign were the Navajo 
code talkers. The American military needed an undecipherable code to communicate that 
could not be broken by the Japanese. The Navajo language is unwritten and extremely 
complex. By using this language, American forces could transmit messages by telephone 
and radio in a code that the Japanese were unable to break.

THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY
The Battle of Midway was the turning point of the war in the Pacific. The Japanese were 
using their control of the Western Pacific to protect their home islands and vast new empire. 
The Japanese Pacific fleet commander had devised a plan to lure the U.S. Pacific fleet into 
a battle near Midway, a tiny mid-Pacific island, where he believed he could destroy them. 
However, the U.S. Navy could decipher Japanese secret codes and knew that a surprise 
attack by the Japanese fleet was at hand.

American soldiers along the  
Bataan Death March.
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In this chapter, you will learn about the dictatorships that came to power in Italy, Germany, 
Spain and Japan and how their aggressive policies led to the outbreak of war in Asia and 
Europe. Then you will learn how Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor brought the United States 
into the war. Finally, you will learn how World War II was fought both overseas and on the 
home front. Americans helped secure an Allied victory in the most destructive confl ict in 
human history.

• History 2(A) Identify the major eras in U.S. history from 1877 to the present 
and describe their defi ning characteristics.

• History 2(B) Explain the signifi cance of these years as turning points: 
1939–1945 (World War II)

• History 7(A) Identify reasons for U.S. involvement in World War II, including 
the aggression of Italian, German, and Japanese dictatorships, especially the 
attack on Pearl Harbor.

• History 7(B) Evaluate the domestic and international leadership of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and Harry Truman during World War II, including the U.S. relationship with its 
allies.

• History 7(C) Analyze major issues of World War II, including the Holocaust; the internment 
of Japanese Americans as a result of Executive Order 9066; and the development of atomic 
weapons.

• History 7(D) Analyze major military events of World War II, including fi ghting the war on 
multiple fronts, the Bataan Death March, the U.S. advancement through the Pacifi c Islands, the 
Battle of Midway, the invasion of Normandy, and the liberation of concentration camps.

• History 7(E) Evaluate the military contributions of leaders during World War II, including 
Dwight Eisenhower, Douglas MacArthur, and Chester W. Nimitz.

• History 7(F) Explain issues affecting the home front including volunteerism, the purchase 
of war bonds, and Victory Gardens and opportunities and obstacles for women and ethnic 
minorities.

• History 7(G) Explain how American patriotism inspired high levels of military enlistment and 
the bravery and contributions of the Tuskegee Airmen, the Flying Tigers, and the Navajo Code 
Talkers.

• Economics 17(A) Describe the economic effects of WWII on the home front such as 
mobilization, the end of the Great Depression, rationing and increased opportunity for women 
and minority employment.

• Government 18(B) Explain constitutional issues raised by federal government policy changes 
during times of signifi cant events, including World War II.

• Citizenship 23(B) Explain the importance of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients, such 
as Army First Lieutenant Vernon J. Baker.

• Science, Technology, and Society 26(B) Explain how specifi c needs result in scientifi c 
discoveries and technological innovations in … the military, and medicine ….

Identify the major eras in U.S. history from 1877 to the present TEKS
COVERED IN
CHAPTER 12

CHAPTER 12
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 Forty years later, another young Frenchman came to America to observe the new Ameri-
can society. 

 In 1831, Alexis de Tocqueville was sent to America by 
the French government to study its prisons in order to help the 
French government reform its own prison system. It was at a 
time when Andrew Jackson sat in the White House and reform 
was in the air. 

 Like St. John de Crevecoeur, Tocqueville noticed that Amer-
ica was quite different from Europe, and he tried to identify the 
ways. The result was his book, Democracy in America, which 
was published in 1835. His book serves as a guide to measure 
how America has changed since it was written. It also allows us 
to gain some perspective on what aspects of American society 
have remained the same. 

 Tocqueville asked how it was that the American system of democracy had survived so 
well, when France had undergone a series of revolutions and restorations during the same 
years and was still unable to fi nd political stability. He looked for answers in America’s 
social and cultural roots as well as in its political institutions.

ACTING AS AN AMATEUR HISTORIAN
One of the things Tocqueville immediately observed was the absence 
of a hereditary nobility and the overriding concern of Americans 
with money. He also noted that closely related to the concept of 
social equality was that of popular sovereignty — in America, the 
common people exercised political power:

 “Many important observations suggest themselves upon the social condition 
of the Anglo-Americans; but there is one that takes precedence of all the rest. 
The social condition of the Americans is democratic; this was its character at 
the foundation of the colonies, and it is still strongly marked … [G]reat equality 
existed among the immigrants who settled on the shores of New England. Even 
the germs of aristocracy were never planted in that part of the Union….”

 “I know of no other country where love of money has such a grip on men’s 
hearts or where stronger scorn is expressed for the theory of permanent equality 
of property.”

 “I have observed that universal suffrage has been adopted in all the states 
of the Union; it consequently exists in communities that occupy very different 
positions in the social scale. I have had opportunities of observing its effects in 
different localities and among races of men who are strangers to each other in 
their language, their religion, and their modes of life; in Louisiana as well as in 
New England.”

Summarize the main points that Tocqueville makes above in your own words. 
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Alexis de Tocqueville
(1805 –1859)
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ACTING AS AN AMATEUR HISTORIAN
In June 1987, Reagan gave a speech near the Berlin Wall. Many 
saw this address as the beginning of the end of the Cold War and 
the fall of Communism:

“We hear much from Moscow about a new policy of reform and 
openness. Some political prisoners have been released. Certain foreign 
news broadcasts are no longer being jammed. Some economic enterprises have been 
permitted to operate with greater freedom. Are these the beginnings of profound 
changes in the Soviet state? Or are they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes 
in the West? We welcome change and openness; for we believe that freedom and 
security go together. There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be unmistak-
able, [and] advance the cause of freedom and peace. General Secretary Gorbachev, 
if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe: 
Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall! …”

What did President Reagan say he wanted to happen in Europe? Explain his statement.
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LEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERSLEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERS

Complete the graphic organizer below describing some of the main developments that took 
place during the Presidency of Ronald Reagan.

Reaganomics Roots of the New Conservatism

REAGAN’S PRESIDENCY

Reagan Doctrine The Iran-Contra Affair
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LEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERSLEARNING  WITH  GRAPHIC  ORGANIZERS

The 1970s were a time of crisis and achievement for American Presidents. Complete the 
balance sheet below by describing some of the problems and accomplishments of the 
Nixon, Ford and Carter Presidencies.

 Opening of Red China. Watergate Scandal.

 Détente with Soviets. Stagfl ation.

 Panama Canal Treaty. Fall of Saigon.

 Camp David Accords. Iran Hostage Crisis.

 

BALANCE SHEET ON THE 
PRESIDENCY, 1969–1978

 Accomplishments Problems/Crises

Provides everything students 
need to know about the wide 

range of terms, events and 
individuals in the TEKS.

Students are continually  
asked to apply what they 

have learned through various 
activities based on the TEKS.

With 60 historical documents, 
students get extensive  

practice in working with 
primary sources.
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